
1

bstpsecretariat@gmail.com

From: Science Policy Newsletter <science.policy@rsb.org.uk>
Sent: 08 March 2024 14:58
To: bstpsecretariat@gmail.com
Subject: RSB Science Policy Newsletter 8 March 2024

  

 

Science Policy Newsletter 
a weekly round-up of policy headlines and stories 
8 March 2024 

 

This newsletter provides links to published news articles, preserving the original title and summary 
line. Views or opinions presented are those of the original author(s) and do not necessarily 
represent the views of the Royal Society of Biology. 

 

News 

Top stories 
  
Spring Budget puts UK on fast-track to becoming science and technology superpower 
The Department for Science, Innovation and Technology (DSIT) provides a summary of the 
science and technology related announcements made in the Spring Budget 2024. 
  
Geologists reject the Anthropocene as Earth’s new epoch – after 15 years of debate 
After 15 years of discussion and exploration, a committee of researchers has decided that the 
Anthropocene – generally understood to be the age of irreversible human impacts on the planet – 
will not become an official epoch in Earth’s geologic timeline, reports Nature News. 
  
Marketing campaign launches to drive up childhood vaccinations 
The UK Health Security Agency (UKHSA) has launched a new multi-media marketing campaign 
across England to remind parents and carers of the risk of their children missing out on protection 
against serious diseases that are re-emerging in the country – with an urgent call to action to 
catch up on missed vaccinations. 
  

Royal Society of Biology news 
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RSB's response to the Spring Budget 2024 
Earlier today, the Chancellor presented the 2024 Spring Budget, setting out Government’s 
spending commitments for the year ahead. The Royal Society of Biology is disappointed by the 
announcements which failed to deliver on the promise to spend £20 billion on R&D in 2024-25. 
  
Heads of University Biosciences launch new strategy at parliamentary reception 
The Heads of University Biosciences (HUBS) met at the House of Commons on 29th February to 
unveil its new strategy for 2024 to members of the Higher Education (HE) community. 
  

Health and biomedicine 
  
Minister announces public listening exercise on women’s health 
Northern Ireland’s Health Minister, Robin Swann, has announced that the Department of Health is 
supporting a large scale public listening exercise on women’s health. This will help pave the way 
for the development of a longer-term comprehensive Women’s Health Strategy for Northern 
Ireland. 
  
More than a billion people obese worldwide, research suggests 
BBC News reports that more than a billion people are living with obesity around the world, 
according to global estimates published in The Lancet. 
  
Stem cells collected in late pregnancy herald advances in prenatal medicine 
A pioneering approach, developed by researchers at University College London (UCL) and Great 
Ormond Street Hospital (GOSH), means human development can be observed in late pregnancy 
for the first time, raising the possibility of monitoring and treating congenital conditions before 
birth. 
  

Food and drink 
  
The world’s most prolific carbon-fixing enzyme is slowly getting better 
New research led by the University of Oxford has found that rubisco – the enzyme that fuels all 
life on Earth – is not stuck in an evolutionary rut after all. The largest analysis of rubisco ever has 
found that it is improving all the time – just very, very slowly. These insights could potentially open 
up new routes to strengthen food security. 
  

Agriculture, aquaculture and fisheries 
  
Emergency pesticide authorisation to protect sugar beet crop conditionally approved 
The government has announced that a neonicotinoid pesticide – used to kill crop-harming insects 
– will be permitted for use on the 2024 sugar beet crop in England, only if there is a danger as 
evidenced by an independent prediction of virus incidence of 65% or more. 
  
SITC calls for new Government focus and support on halting the decline of insects and 
other invertebrates across the UK 
In a new report on insect decline and food security, the Science, Innovation and Technology 
Committee (SITC) calls for “effective and sustainable crop protection strategies to be 
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demonstrated at a commercial scale” and for Government to begin to more strongly support the 
development, regulation and practical application of pesticide alternatives.  
  
£1m boost for marine, fisheries and aquaculture industry in Wales 
Welsh Rural Affairs Minister, Lesley Griffiths, has announced that £1 million is being made 
available to boost the marine, fisheries and aquaculture industry in Wales. 
  
Changes to livestock identification tag codes 
The Department of Agriculture, Environment and Rural Affairs (DAERA) has announced that the 
prefix code on Northern Ireland’s livestock tags is set to change from ‘UK’ to ‘XI’. This change, 
which is a legal requirement under the EU Animal Health Law, will ensure continued access 
(subject to normal export eligibility requirements) to both EU and UK internal markets for livestock 
and agri-food products. It will also help prepare for the introduction of bovine electronic 
identification in the future. 
  

Forestry 
  
Seeing the wood for the trees: using hazelnuts to reconstruct ancient woodlands 
Humans in northern Europe have been snacking on hazelnuts – a key accessible source of 
energy – for at least 12,000 years. Now, a study led by the University of Oxford has shown that it 
is possible to analyse the carbon isotope values of hazelnuts found at archaeological sites. The 
new method could help us to understand not only what a local environment looked like thousands 
of years ago, but how humans have impacted their habitats over time. 
  

Environment and ecology 
  
Hedgerow regulations to be brought into law to protect wildlife 
English hedgerows will be protected in law as the UK government sets out its plans for domestic 
regulations, following a consultation last year. 
  
'Grow ecosystems, don't just plant trees!' says new Imperial report on nature 
UK policy needs to focus on growing ecosystems, not just planting trees, according to new 
research from the Hitachi-Imperial Centre. 
  
Mystery sea creature discovered in UK waters 
A new species of sea slug has been discovered in UK waters. The creature has been named 
Pleurobranchaea britannica and belongs to a group found in warmer waters, which could be 
migrating north due to climate change, writes BBC News. 
  

Water and air 
  
London is most exposed city in world to air pollution from aviation, study finds 
The planes taking off and landing at London’s six airports expose the city’s inhabitants to the 
equivalent of 3.23m cars’ worth of harmful nitrogen oxides and particulate matter emissions every 
year, reports the Guardian. 
  

Climate and energy 
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FAO report: Heatwaves and floods affect rural women and men differently, widen income 
gap 
New study from the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO) shows how 
the effects of climate change on income and adaptation in rural areas vary with gender, wealth 
and age. 
  

Government and Parliament 
  
‘Spring Budget for Long-term Growth’: What are the implications for R&D? 
This week the Chancellor made a series of announcements as part of the Spring Budget 2024. 
Although the speech itself contained minimal updates relevant to the R&D sector, the published 
budget included further details and additional announcements, reports Campaign for Science and 
Engineering (CaSE). 
  
Spring Budget 2024 life sciences announcements 
Dr Martin Turner, Associate Director, Policy, Public Affairs & Investor Relations at BioIndustry 
Association (BIA) takes a closer look at the impact of the Spring Budget on UK life sciences. 
  

Research funding and higher education policy 
  
£1.5 million to find new ways to reduce infection spread 
UK Research and Innovation (UKRI) has announced that companies and research groups with 
innovative ideas will get a chance to shape the way the UK responds to infection, and bid for 
funding, through a new initiative. Two ‘sandpit’ events are being held in Liverpool on 14 March 
2024 and London on 9 May 2024. 
  
Leading VC partnerships to support engineering biology accelerator 
UKRI-funded Science Creates Accelerate has announced a new partnership with globally 
recognised venture capitals (VCs) to support engineering biology entrepreneurs. 
  
Graduate visa critically important for UK jobs, growth and global ambitions 
Since the launch of the government’s International Education Strategy in 2019, growth in 
international student recruitment to the UK has delivered a boost of more than £60 billion to the 
UK’s economy, new analysis by Universities UK (UUK) shows. 
  

Business and industry 
  
£360 million to boost British manufacturing and R&D 
The Chancellor has announced a significant investment package in the UK’s life sciences and 
manufacturing sectors. 
  
£11.5m bioinnovation boost set to transform UK manufacturing 
UKRI is backing 21 cross-sector collaborations designed to spark innovation, commercialisation 
and growth in UK sustainable biomanufacturing. 
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UK sees stagnating business R&D investment 
CaSE highlights data from the Office for National Statistics (ONS) showing that expenditure on 
research and development (R&D) in the UK has broadly stagnated since 2018. 
  

Diversity and inclusion 
  
Outcome of investigation: Research England EDI Expert Advisory Group 
In October 2023, Secretary of State for Science, Innovation and Technology, Michelle Donelan, 
wrote a letter raising concerns about the views expressed on social media by members of the 
Research England Expert Advisory Group on Equality, Diversity and Inclusion (EDI). Following 
the independent investigation, the UKRI Board has found no evidence of a breach of the 
Research England Expert Advisory Group on EDI’s terms of reference and no failure to uphold 
the Seven Principles of Public Life (The Nolan Principles). 
  
Bringing back Smashing Stereotypes for British Science Week 2024 
The British Science Association (BSA) has announced the return of the highly-anticipated 
‘Smashing Stereotypes’ campaign for this year’s British Science Week – celebrating the diverse 
people and careers in science and engineering. 
  

Digital technologies 
  
AI reveals prostate cancer is not just one disease 
Artificial intelligence (AI) has helped an international team of scientists, led by the University of 
Oxford and the University of Manchester, reveal a new form of aggressive prostate cancer which 
could revolutionise how the disease is diagnosed and treated in the future. 
  
Opinion: The future of science is automation 
Professor Ross King from Cambridge's Department of Chemical Engineering and Biotechnology, 
who originated the idea of a 'Robot Scientist', discusses why he believes that AI-powered 
scientists could surpass the best human scientists by the middle of the century, but only if AI for 
science is developed responsibly and ethically. 
  
AI and Public Standards: 2023 regulators survey and responses 
The Committee on Standards in Public Life wrote to regulators in July 2023, asking them for an 
update on how they are adapting to the challenges posed by AI. The responses from regulators 
have now been published. 
  

International news 
   
Brazil's record dengue surge: why a vaccine campaign is unlikely to stop it 
A vaccine shortage and persistent sanitation problems threaten the success of the world’s first 
public vaccination campaign against dengue virus, reports Nature News. 
  
FDA clears first over-the-counter continuous glucose monitor 
The U.S. Food and Drug Administration has approved the first over-the-counter (OTC) continuous 
glucose monitor (CGM). 
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Other 
  
Government brings in Veterinary Medicines Regulations legislation 
The government has introduced legislation to modernise the Veterinary Medicines Regulations 
and maintain the UK as an attractive place to develop and market veterinary medicines. 

 

Opportunities 

Chair of the Science Council’s Board of Trustees 
The Science Council is looking for a Chair who is passionate about science and promoting trust in 
the profession for its Board of Trustees. The Chair will work closely with trustees and the Chief 
Executive to lead the organisation and will have strategic leadership experience to drive and 
support its development and growth over the next few years. The appointment will be for an initial 
three-year term, starting in September 2024, with the potential for renewal for a further three 
years. More information can be found here. 
Applications close at midnight on Monday 15th April. 
  
Big Bang Competition judge 
EngineeringUK is looking for bioscience professionals to volunteer as judges for this year's Big 
Bang Competition. Judges will assess a selection of entries, requiring around 8 hours, which can 
be done in their own time, between 3 and 17 April. No experience is necessary as full training 
will be given at an online briefing session. The full role description is available here. 
Closes: 15 March 2024 
  
Science Employer Survey 
The RSB is working in partnership with a number of organisations to develop resources to support 
employers in offering placements for T-Level Science students. We are seeking views from 
science employers to help shape this resource. Whether you have hosted a T-level student before 
or not, your input in this survey will help us to best understand the needs of employers. We 
estimate the survey will take less than 15 minutes to complete, and your time is greatly 
appreciated. 
Please click here to complete the survey, which closes on 28th March 2024.  
  
John Maddox Prize nominations 2024 
Nominations for the 2024 John Maddox Prize are now open for researchers who are standing up 
for science and advancing public discourse. More information can be found on this website. 
Closes: 20 May 2024  
  
Signs of Spring Survey 
The Royal Society of Biology is working in partnership with the Field Studies Council to invite 
everyone to look out for ten Signs of Spring across the UK - bluebells, bumblebees, butterflies, 
daffodils, damselflies and dragonflies, frog spawn, hazel catkins, ladybirds, snowdrops and the 
first cut of the lawn and to add your sightings to our survey. Please take part to record when 
you first notice these signs of spring near you as the year progresses. We are asking what you 
saw, when, where and what the weather conditions were when you saw this sign of spring. The 
survey will remain open until 17th June. 
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Photography Competition 2024 
‘Transforming Life’ is the theme of this year’s Royal Society of Biology Photography 
Competition which opens to entries on 14th March. Photographs on the competition’s theme are 
invited from all amateur photographers in two age categories; 18 year olds and over, and under 
18s. Visit our website for more information and to take part when the competition opens. Submit 
up to three images through the competition’s webpage by 20th June 2024. 
  
BioArtAttack (2D) 2024 
The Royal Society of Biology’s BioArtAttack (2D) 2024 opens to entries from 8th March. The 
competition is a 2D art drawing and painting competition for 7 – 18 year olds to draw or paint their 
favourite animal, plant or fungi. Prizes include £50 for winning students and the deadline for 
entries is 30th June. Visit the Royal Society of Biology’s website for more information. 
  
RSB Technical Skills courses 2024 
Learn new skills and refine your laboratory techniques with the Royal Society of Biology’s 
laboratory-based courses. Currently available to book are Aseptic Techniques and Cell Culture: 
The Basics at the University of York. Visit our training events webpage for full details and to 
book your place on these courses. 

 

Consultations 

Consultation on Designation of 27 Sites as Bathing Waters 
The Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs (Defra) is seeking as wide a range of 
views as possible on whether the 27 proposed sites should be added to the list of designated 
bathing waters in England, in line with the requirements of the Bathing Water Regulations 2013. 
Closes: 10 March 2024 
  
'Not for EU’ labelling for retail products across Great Britain 
The Department for Environment, Food & Rural Affairs (Defra) is seeking views on the 
government’s plan to introduce the requirement for ‘not for EU’ labels on retail products across 
Great Britain (England, Scotland and Wales). 
Closes: 15 March 2024 
  
Food, Diet and Obesity 
The House of Lords Select Committee on Food, Diet and Obesity has published a call for written 
evidence for its inquiry into the role of foods, such as ‘ultra-processed foods’ (UPFs) and foods 
high in fat, sugar and salt (HFSS) in a healthy diet, including how they influence health outcomes. 
The Committee is keen to hear from a diverse range of individuals and organisations. 
Closes: 08 April 2024 at 10:00am 
  
Towards Responsible Publishing 
cOAlition S will be launching a survey for researchers next week, to gather feedback on its 
proposals for a community-based scholarly communication system. Individuals are being 
randomly selected to participate in the survey, and anyone who receives an invitation is strongly 
urged to take the opportunity to submit their views. 
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UK Visa & Immigration System and the Impact on Protected Characteristics 
The EDI Caucus is conducting research for UK Research and Innovation (UKRI) investigating the 
impact of the UK’s visa and immigration system on the diversity of the research & innovation 
workforce. This is a call for evidence from those who have unpublished research in this area they 
can share, those who have lived experience of applying for a visa to work in the UK in the last 5 
years, or have had experience of supporting or hiring someone applying for a visa in the last 5 
years. 
  
RSB Policy Resource Library online 
The RSB has created a searchable, digital library of more than 800 statements, responses, 
briefings and other policy resources produced by the RSB and our Member Organisations across 
the biosciences. This collection is freely and openly accessible to everyone, including members 
and non-members, through the mySociety portal (no registration necessary). 

 

Events 

Plant Health Series: Australia’s plant health and biosecurity system 
20 March 2024 
09:30 – 10:30 
Online (Zoom) 
Dr Gabrielle Vivian-Smith, Australia's chief plant health protection officer, will be delivering this 
keynote address, discussing points related to Australia's plant health and biosecurity system. This 
will be followed by an opportunity for an audience Q&A and discussion chaired by Lucy Carson-
Taylor, plant health engagement manager at APHA. 
  
2nd Annual Black in Biomedical Science Undergraduate Conference 
20 March 2024 
10:00 – 16:30 
Yusuf Hamied Department of Chemistry, University of Cambridge, Lensfield Road 
Cambridge, CB2 1EW 
Black Biomedical scientists make up a tiny percentage of the scientific community. This 
conference, sponsored by the Academy of Medical Sciences, UKRI-MRC and the Royal Society 
of Chemistry, is designed to provide support and inspiration to aspiring Black Undergraduate 
Scientists. 
  
‘Cutting cancer off at the stem’, online talk 
20 March 2024 
19:00 – 20:00 
Online (Zoom) 
Join us for a virtual talk from Dr Amy Cherry, a biochemistry and biomedical science lecturer at 
the University of Worcester. This talk will explore what stem cells are, why stem cells are 
troublesome in cancer and how Dr Cherry's research into targeting Hedgehog signalling in 
leukaemia may offer a therapeutic avenue to overcome this obstacle. There will be an opportunity 
to ask questions at the end of the talk. 
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Land Use Summit: Prioritising land use in the midst of a climate and nature crisis 
16 April 2024 
9:15 – 17:30 
Huxley Lecture Theatre and Bartlett Suite, London 
How can we ensure wider and more collaborative discussion on how our land is used? How do 
we strike the balance of land set aside for food production, energy production, housing and 
infrastructure, and nature? Join the Zoological Society of London (ZSL) and the British Ecological 
Society as they discuss the opportunities and challenges associated with biodiversity recovery in 
times of rapid global environmental changes, focusing on identifying strategic land use 
prioritisation for delivering mandated conservation outcomes within the UK. Register for your 
ticket now. 

 

And finally... 

Earth’s earliest forest revealed in Somerset fossils 
The oldest fossilised forest known on Earth – dating from 390 million years ago – has been found 
in the high sandstone cliffs along the Devon and Somerset coast of South West England, writes 
the University of Cambridge. 
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