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Science Policy Newsletter – a weekly round-up of policy 
headlines and stories  

1 July 2022 

This newsletter provides links to published news articles from a range of sources. Views or opinions presented are those of the original 
author(s) and do not necessarily represent the views of the Royal Society of Biology. 

News 

Royal Society of Biology news 

Links Day returns to Portcullis House to discuss science and international collaboration 
Policymakers, politicians, scientists and sector leaders came together for the first in-person 
Parliamentary Links Day event since the start of the pandemic. 

RSB pays tribute to Professor Sir Colin Blakemore FRSB FRS 
The RSB has joined the many scientific organisations, charities and scientists paying tribute to 
Professor Sir Colin Blakemore FRSB FRS, a renowned neuroscientist and science communicator 
who died this week aged 78. 

2021 animal research national statistics released 
The Home Office has released the statistics of animal use in science in Great Britain for 2021, with 
data showing that the total number of procedures was up 6% compared to 2020. 

Plant health experts come together for 2022’s Summer Conference 
Researchers joined from across the world to take part in the event as part of the RSB’s plant 
health series. 

Health and biomedicine 

Polio: we’re developing a safer vaccine that uses no genetic material from the virus 
Writing for The Conversation, researchers from the University of Leeds explore how the use of 
virus-like particles could be one potential candidate for a new poliovirus vaccine. 
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£4.1 million prize for innovations to help dementia patients 
The Alzheimer’s Society, Innovate UK and the Medical Research Council announce a new 
Longitude Prize on Dementia launching in September 2022, reports UK Research and Innovation. 

Polio virus detected in London sewage samples 
BBC News covers how the virus that causes polio has been detected in a concerning number of 
sewage samples in London. 

UK to strengthen regulation of medical devices to protect patients 
The Government has published new plans to strengthen the regulation of medical devices to 
improve patient safety and encourage innovation. 

Food and drink 

Inaugural report on UK food standards cautions of challenges ahead 
The Food Standards Agency and Food Standards Scotland have launched Our Food: An annual 
review of food standards across the UK. 

Go fish: Danish scientists work on fungi-based seafood substitute 
The Guardian covers how scientists in Copenhagen are fermenting seaweed on fungi to develop 
the closest substitute for seafood yet. 

Agriculture, aquaculture and fisheries 

Fertiliser use could be reduced with nature-based farming, shows major study 
According to Rothamsted Research, thirty long-running farm trials show that crop choice and 
manure addition can sustain high yields at low fertiliser rates. 

Five year, £13m research programme to look at net zero and more 
Rothamsted Research is a major partner in a new £13 million programme that will work with UK 
farmers to produce low carbon, environmentally friendly food. 

New Centre for Excellence in Agriculture and Food Integrity launched 
The Government has stated that the Centre will develop innovative scientific-measurement 
solutions and digital technologies to help make supply chains more sustainable, reliable, safe, and 
productive. 

Forestry 

UK to miss tree planting target, trade body warns 
According to the UK's forestry trade body, the Government has 'zero chance' of reaching its tree 
planting targets, reports BBC News. 

Environment and ecology 

UK takes lead to seek global action on nature at COP15 biodiversity conference 
The Government has stated that the UK welcomes confirmation that COP15 will go ahead this 
year, following a two-year delay. 

Monkeypox: How is biodiversity loss linked to emerging zoonotic diseases? 
The spread of the monkeypox virus in the UK and globally is a reminder of the risk that our 
encroachment into the natural world can have, writes the Natural History Museum. 

£47m to address critical environmental challenges facing the UK 
Researchers will receive a total of £47 million to tackle some of the most significant environmental 
challenges facing the UK, reports UK Research and Innovation. 
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Opinion: Protecting the ocean requires better progress metrics 
Sixteen world leaders have now promised to protect the ocean. Researchers need to work with 
them to create and improve measurable indicators, says this Nature Editorial. 

Water and air 

Consortium outlines vision for future of water 
Research from an Engineering and Physical Sciences Research Council-funded consortium 
involving six universities is shaping the way we use and manage our water resources and 
infrastructure, says UK Research and Innovation. 

Climate and energy 

Hydrogen heads home to challenge oil and gas as local energy supply 
Horizon covers how regional developments like hydrogen valleys and hydrogen islands are 
serving as blueprints for larger ecosystems to produce and consume this versatile fuel locally. 

Waste 

UN Ocean Conference 2022: How will the Global Plastics Treaty actually work? 
International conservation charity the Zoological Society of London is standing with NGOs, 
academic institutions and businesses from around the world to showcase tried and tested, 
practical, science-based solutions to the plastic pollution crisis, to help inform the Global Plastics 
Treaty. 

Northern Ireland waste management scheme to be developed 
A new waste management strategy is to be developed by the Department of Agriculture, 
Environment and Rural Affairs, reports BBC News. 

Scientists unveil bionic robo-fish to remove microplastics from seas 
Tiny self-propelled robo-fish can swim around, latch on to free-floating microplastics and fix itself if 
it gets damaged, reports the Guardian. 

Research funding and higher education policy 

Brexit: Government plans £15bn science fund amid EU-UK science row 
Science in the European Union ‘will suffer’ more than research in the UK, a minister has told the 
BBC amid a row over access to research programmes. 

Opinion: Horizon Europe unites scientists – let’s keep it separate from Northern Ireland 
protocol debates 
It’s in everyone’s interest to keep science separate from complex political negotiations, writes Beth 
Thompson, associate director, policy, Wellcome. 

Extend PhD funding to reflect ‘modern doctorate’, leaders urge 
European doctoral body says funders must recognise that current financial support is often 
insufficient for PhD researchers, reports Times Higher Education. 

Open access and publication policy 

Diversity data calls out academic journal bias 
SciDev.Net covers how publishers representing over 15,000 journals help gather gender identity, 
race, and ethnicity data. 
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Most ‘transformative’ journals miss Plan S open access targets 
Times Higher Education covers how big publishers are finding the switch away from paywalls 
challenging, according to the European-led coalition. 

Hijacked-journal tracker helps researchers to spot scam websites 
Scientists can now check whether a journal website has been cloned before submitting their 
manuscript, writes Nature News. 

Diversity and inclusion 

‘Ignored and not appreciated’: Women’s research contributions often go unrecognized 
Data reveals that to earn credit on scientific articles, women need to work harder than men, 
reports Nature News. 

Opinion: Equity must be baked into randomized controlled trials 
Experiments are transforming development research – but scientists must ensure the benefits 
reach those most in need, says this Nature Editorial. 

Ethics 

Many researchers say they’ll share data — but don’t 
Reasons included a lack of informed consent or ethics approval to share; misplaced data; and that 
others had moved on from the project, reports Nature News. 

Outreach and engagement 

Britain ranks bottom in Europe for nature connectedness 
Out of 14 nations surveyed, UK citizens measured lowest for their oneness with the natural world, 
writes the Guardian. 

Digital technologies 

Holographic patients train doctors in world first in Cambridge 
BBC News covers how medical students have been using holographic patients to learn new skills 
in a world first. 

Safe in the sun? UN launches new app to help beat skin cancer 
United Nations (UN) News covers how a consortium of UN agencies, launched an innovative new 
App that can help anyone, anywhere, determine the safe amount of time to stay outdoors, soaking 
up the rays. 

International news 

Coronavirus disease (COVID-19) Situation Dashboard 
The World Health Organization summarises the reported number of confirmed COVID-19 cases 
and deaths. 

Exploring the largest ocean reef restoration project in the Americas: ‘One Million Corals for 
Colombia’ 
Scientists, local experts, passionate activists, and islanders are sounding the alarm about the 
deterioration of one of the richest ecosystems in the Caribbean Sea, even as they work together 
on innovative ways to restore it, according to UN News. 

US to proceed with production of biofuels despite global food crisis 
Campaigners call to prioritise grain for human consumption over its use as a fuel, reports the 
Guardian. 
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China’s first mRNA vaccine is close — will that solve its COVID woes? 
Researchers say a highly effective jab will help to avoid hospitals getting overwhelmed, but 
probably won’t end to the country’s ‘zero COVID’ policy, reports Nature News. 

Other 

Opinion: Why we need data-literate citizens 
Sir Adrian Smith, president, Royal Society, reflects on the importance of data literacy in being an 
active citizen in the 21st century'. 

 Opportunities 

The Janet Thornton Postdoctoral Fellowship 2022 
The Wellcome Sanger Institute has created a postdoctoral fellowship providing an additional 
opportunity specifically for those who have been out of scientific research for 12 months or more to 
return to high-quality postdoctoral training. 
Closes: 15 July 2022 

The Nancy Rothwell Award 2022 
The Nancy Rothwell Award 2022 specimen drawing competition for 7 – 18 year olds is now open 
for submissions. Prizes include art materials for students and their school can also win £100. Visit 
the Royal Society of Biology website for more information. 
Closes: 29 July 2022 

 Consultations  

Mental health and wellbeing plan 
The Department of Health and Social Care is seeking views on what we can do to improve 
everyone’s mental health and wellbeing. 
Closes: 7 July 2022 

Legislation for plants produced by certain new genomic techniques 
This European Commission consultation seeks to receive citizens’ and stakeholders’ views (both 
inside and outside the EU) on the functioning of the current GMO legislation for plants obtained by 
targeted mutagenesis and cisgenesis and their food and feed products, i.e. under the current 
GMO legislation, and on potential options for a new framework. 
Closes: 22 July 2022 

Consultation on the principles of marine net gain 
This consultation seeks views from all interested parties on the proposed principles of marine net 
gain. Defra are particularly keen to hear from marine industries, recreational marine users, non-
governmental organisations (NGOs) and conservationists, academics, and coastal communities. 
Closes: 30 August 2022 

RSB Policy Resource Library online 
The RSB has created a searchable, digital library of more than 800 statements, responses, 
briefings and other policy resources produced by the RSB and our Member Organisations across 
the biosciences. This collection is freely and openly accessible to everyone, including members 
and non-members, through the mySociety portal (no registration necessary). 

 Events  

The 6th Black Minority and Ethnic Early Career Researcher Hybrid conference 
7 July 2022 
08:30 – 18:00 BST 
University of West London, Ealing, London 
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This event is free to attend, and both online and in-person admission is available. By attending the 
conference, you will have the opportunity to hear how Black and Minority Ethnic academics have 
navigated their journey, network, get a mentor and empower yourself through the workshops. The 
Royal Society of Biology is supporting this event. 

Policy Lates: Can One Health prevent pandemics 
19 July 2022 
18:30 – 20:00 BST 
Online via Zoom 
The Royal Society of Biology’s upcoming Policy Lates panel discussion will explore how a One 
Health approach can be integrated into research and policy, for prevention of and response to 
future pandemics. Chaired by Professor Louise Cosby FRSB, Queen’s University Belfast, the 
panel of expert speakers will discuss the challenges and possible solutions facing One Health 
researchers, alongside those facing policymakers, in integrating One Health evidence and 
expertise into policymaking processes. Register to attend this free event at 
www.rsb.org.uk/PLOneHealth and direct queries to Harriet McAra at events@rsb.org.uk or on 020 
3925 3445. 

 And finally... 

The world's largest bacteria are visible to the naked eye 
The world's largest bacterium has been discovered amongst the mangroves of the Caribbean 
island of Guadeloupe, writes the Natural History Museum. 
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